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Wednesday 8 April 2020                            COVID -19  Update # 9:

Tena koutou katoa, 

Thank you all for the wonderful job you are doing to keep your whanau safe and healthy at home. We know that many of you will be adapting to this new way of living and working whilst in Level 4 COVID-19 Lockdown.

The staff of Pukekohe North School are working hard too to provide Home Learning for the tamatiriki when school starts again in ONE week’s time on Wednesday 15 April 2020.

Your child’s teacher has tried to make contact with you over the past few days to ensure they have the correct contact details for each whanau in their class.

If you do not have a Laptop, Chrome Book or connection to the internet, Pukekohe North is a priority school for the Ministry to provide a device and internet access for your whanau.

If you have not heard from one of our staff; please send a text to 021 051 7629 or email me at principal@pukekohenorth.school.nz and I will ensure your whanau are added to the Ministry list to receive FREE online learning help.
  
Please check with your extended whanau and neighbours too, that they are hearing from me, so that, we can support all of our students with their learning until normal school resumes.

Our staff discussed this morning that we will assign ONE Teacher to your whanau as the contact person for all students within your family.

This staff member will make contact with you before Term 2 commences to ensure you have resources and materials for the students to continue their learning.

Those whanau that have devices and connection to the internet will receive links from teachers to help this learning to proceed.

The staff of Pukekohe North are aware that it is near impossible to run a normal school programme as we do day in and day out and it is not expected that you operate a 9.00.a.m. - 3.00.p.m. programme for tamariki.

With this in mind, staff are preparing programmes that are fun, full of variety and allow children lots of choice in deciding upon the learning they would like to do for the day.

Setting up an obstacle course, planning a menu for dinner, learning to juggle or tie shoe laces are all great learning activities.

It is just as important to keep the children engaged and having fun as it is to conquer a mathematics problem, especially as we see the lockdown probably staying in place for another 3-4 weeks, if not longer before we can all mix and mingle freely again in the school playground.

Staff have had a series of online meetings and are working out the best ways for learning activities to occur.  Every teacher is considering their akonga and realise that everyone’s home situation is different.

Some tips to help you.
· We do not expect you to become the teacher during this time. We would rather you checked in with what your child is doing and discuss this with them.
·  Our Staff  will keep in contact with you providing regular check in times.
· Keep an eye on the amount of time tamariki are spending on devices – give them a 5-10 minute break every hour.
· If you’re becoming stressed, take a well deserved coffee break, go for a walk or find a quiet space to sit.
· Designate one adult only place within your home for stressful times.
· Turn some lessons into practical applications – play based learning from what is available in your home, use boxes to build, measure, decorate, explore and problem solve, cooking, recycling, setting challenges are all motivating and fun especially if an adult can join in too. ( How many kicks can you do before the ball drops to the ground? How high can you make a building out of cards? Design a new game using dice.
· Focus on your tamariki’s self care and life skills such as learning to make their bed, making a sandwich or learning to cook a BBQ.
· Lastly use this unique time as an opportunity to be with your tamariki and answer any questions or worries they may have around this uncertain time and have some family fun through PLAY wherever you can. Scavenger Hunt, Backyard Cricket, Relay Races, Hopscotch Competitions.
· Look after yourself. Take time out.
Here are some useful sites to visit to provide ideas and advice.
Ngai Tahu Website.  -Nathan Wallis - Advice to whanau
https://ngaitahu.iwi.nz/education/covid-19-education-resources/?fbclid=IwAR3bkXoVUYC_f93tWDmWd0SlQIg15XoMXji_V_otD6Am3tAT_fZ2UVv-CUs
Learning From Home.
This website contains advice and resources for parents and whānau, teachers and leaders spanning early learning through to senior secondary to support learning at home.The resources are sorted in age groups and year levels to help you find things that you can use or adapt for your children’s learning
https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/
Learning in Te Reo Maori
He Reo Tupu, He Reo Ora is a teaching resource to support learning Te Reo Māori. 
http://hereoora.tki.org.nz/Reomations
[bookmark: _duapbi61e14o]Information about COVID-19
Guidance for parents & caregivers, along with a video for children to understand what’s going on and why the lockdown.
http://education.govt.nz/school/health-safety-and-wellbeing/pastoral-care-and-wellbeing/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-coronavirus/
[bookmark: _olzyonqqgdck]Today’s Parent
Over 80 Fun-filled activities for whānau
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/activities/fun-things-to-do-at-home/
Auckland Council Food Parcel
Please ring 0800 222296 Whanau just need to ring up and they'll be asked for an address and how many members in the family.
Nga mihi nui
Matuia Jim
Tumuaki 
Pukekohe North School
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