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Education Outside of the Classroom Policy:
Rationale:
New Zealand as an island nation allows whanau easy access to many outside pursuits and pastimes.
Our Board of Trustees wishes to provide our students with experiences outside of the classroom to allow them to develop life-long skills and positive attitudes to active lifestyles.
Purposes:
1. The large majority of our students do not get to enjoy many experiences outside of Pukekohe.
2. The Board of Trustees aims to provide Education Outside of the Classroom activities on a termly basis and be exposed to programmes that invite our students to develop as young New Zealanders in bush, mountain, waterside and cultural settings during their time at Pukekohe North School.
Guidelines:
1) Students at Pukekohe North School are hands-on learners and enjoy working on authentic projects in the outdoors
2) Becoming an active Enviro School and developing our school grounds as a learning resource is a priority for 2021-2023
3) This could take the form of: School Gardens, Developing fitness / sporting trails / Bike Tracks/ Interaction with our local environment - Pukekohe Community Garden / Whangapouri Stream - Whitebait Connection / Tree Planting / Raranga Harakeke / Community Clean-Ups, Hickies Dam / Age -Care Activities Possum Bourne Retirement Village projects
4) The Board of Trustees are keen for our students to experience school trips outside of our area; at least three (3) times per year that involve learning associated with our schoolwide inquiries
5) As our school does not have a swimming pool, the Board requests that teachers provide Health and Physical Education Programmes that involve water sports and safety expectations. - Waka Ama, Water Safety, Beach Safety- Rips, Life-Saving, Swimming Skills, Respecting the Environment
6) It is important that our students experience activities that require a night or more stay away from home to develop Life Skills and Key Competencies- Self-Management, Relating to Others, Participating and Communicating, Thinking etc. 
7) Staying away from home in a camp situation is also a pre-requisite for our students to develop individually and collectively. e.g Marae Satys, Port Waikato, Camp Adair, Chosen Valley, Raglan Camp, Camping in the hall, school grounds are all local considerations.
8) A suggestion for an Education Outside of the School Programme might look like - (2 Year Rotation):
Year 1-2 - Overnight stay within the school grounds
Year 3 -Overnight Stay -At a Marae, Kelly Tarltons, The Zoo, Chosen Valley
Year 4-5 Two night Stay- Camping - Port Waikato, Camp Adair, 
Year 6-8 Three night stay -  Beach /Water Setting /  Bush Setting / Cultural Setting - Waitangi / Motutapu Island / Rotorua / Wellington

9)	It must be noted that fund-raising nmust be closely monitored and requests for funds from whanau are not allowed as Pukekohe North School is a member of the Government’s Donation Scheme that covers funding for Stationery and Education Outside of the Classroom experiences

Conclusion:
Students need to be exposed to a variety of experiences, activities and settings.
Students need to be challenged, placed in situations that are new and different from their norms.
When supported by whanau and staff in manner that builds confidence and mana, children will learn, grow and develop knowledge, skills and confidence
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